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Abstract

Following recent molecular studies on avocado thrips, a new species is described from Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Colombia 

from the young leaves of avocado, Persea americana. Scirtothrips hansoni sp.n. is closely related to the Californian pest, 

S. perseae, and also to S. astrictus from Costa Rica that remains known from a single female. An illustrated key to these 

three species is provided. 
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Introduction

Leaves and young fruit of avocado trees (Persea americana [Laureaceae]) are damaged in California by an 

adventive species of Thripidae, Scirtothrips perseae Nakahara, a species with an extensive natural range that 

includes southern Mexico and Guatemala (Hoddle et al. 2002). Molecular studies on this and several other pest 

species in the genus Scirtothrips indicated that perseae has two particularly close relatives—an undescribed 

species from Honduras and a species identified as astrictus Mound and Marullo from Costa Rica (Rugman-Jones et 

al. 2007; Hoddle et al. 2008). However, S. astrictus was described from a single female collected in Costa Rica 

from leaves of a Drimys species [Winteraceae] (Mound & Marullo 1996), and this specimen has not previously 

been compared directly with the Costa Rican specimens from avocado used by Rugman-Jones et al. (2006, 2007) 

for molecular studies. Recent examination of the original female of S. astrictus, comparing it with the species that 

is common on avocado in Costa Rica, has led to the conclusion that the avocado-inhabiting thrips represents a 

previously undescribed species, and that this species has also been collected from immature avocado foliage in 

Ecuador and Colombia. The objective of this paper is to record the differences observed between samples of 

Scirtothrips taken from avocado at localities between California and Colombia, and to provide a securely based 

name for the common species on avocado in the more southern part of this range (i.e., Costa Rica, Ecuador, and 

Colombia). 

The three species considered here are referred to as the perseae species-group, and they share the following 

character states: ocellar triangle with irregular reticulate sculpture and ocellar setae pair III arising within the 

triangle; fore wing cilia wavy; tergites III–V median setae small and usually closer together than their length, and 

lateral microtrichial fields with no more than three discal setae; sternal microtrichial fields restricted to lateral 

thirds; female tergite IX with no discal microtrichia; male tergite IX with paired drepanae. 

Key to Scirtothrips of the perseae species-group 

1. Ocellar setae pair III arising anterior to a line tangential between anterior margins of posterior ocelli (Fig. 1)  . . . . . . . .perseae

-. Ocellar setae pair III arising between posterior ocelli (Figs 2, 3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
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2. Antennal segments III–V extensively pale in basal half (Fig. 9); pronotal sculptured fovae with no pigmentation (Fig. 2); terg-

ites pale with no brown anterolateral areas, antecostal ridge dark medially but pale close to tergal lateral margins . . . . astrictus

-. Antennal segments III–V mainly dark brown (Fig. 8); pronotal sculptured fovae extensively light brown (Fig. 3); tergites III–

VI with conspicuous brown areas anterolaterally; antecostal ridge dark to lateral margin of tergites . . . . . . . . . . . hansoni sp.n. 

Scirtothrips perseae Nakahara, 1997

(Figs 1, 4)

Described from specimens of both sexes collected on immature avocado leaves and young fruit in southern 

California, the original description included comparisons with three species of Scirtothrips. Two of these are from 

North America, and both are clearly not closely related to perseae. The first, S. aceri Moulton is associated with the 

immature leaves of Quercus in California, and belongs to a group of species in which the two median tergal setae 

are small and wide apart. The second, S. citri, is the polyphagous California citrus thrips, and this has the following 

character states: abdomen yellow with at least four pairs of tergal discal setae on the lateral microtrichial fields; 

tergite IX with several rows of microtrichia; males without drepanae on tergite IX. In the original description, 

comparisons of perseae with the third species, S. astrictus, were based not on the single original female of that 

species, but on specimens collected subsequently in Costa Rica from avocado leaves. These specimens are 

described below as a new species, hansoni sp.n., as distinguished in the key above. 

Molecular data has indicated that perseae was introduced into California from Mexico (Rugman-Jones et al. 

2007), and that this species also occurs in Guatemala. In contrast, molecular data indicated that a population from 

Honduras was a closely related but undescribed species (Hoddle et al. 2008). This sample from Honduras has now 

been studied and no structural differences can be found between it and specimens from California. These Honduran 

specimens are therefore interpreted as representing the morphological species perseae, despite being distinguished 

at the molecular level from S. perseae from Mexico and Guatemala. This is thus another example of molecular 

divergence within a species of Thripidae that is unaccompanied by observable structural divergence. The most 

important previous example is the pest species, Western flower thrips, Frankliniella occidentalis (Pergande). This 

has been demonstrated to comprise two genetically distinct, but morphologically inseparable, species that coexist 

in California (Rugman-Jones et al. 2010). For field biologists there remains a concern that no biological or 

ecological differences have been demonstrated between pairs of these two molecularly separable “species” (i.e., F. 

occidentalis and S. perseae). 

FIGURES 1–3. Scirtothrips species, head and pronotum. (1) perseae; (2) astrictus holotype; (3) hansoni holotype. 
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FIGURES 4–9. Scirtothrips species. Tergites VI–IX 4–5: (4) perseae; (5) hansoni holotype. (6) hansoni holotype tergites III–

V. (7) hansoni male tergites VIII–IX. (8) hansoni holotype antenna. (9) astrictus holotype antenna. 

Scirtothrips astrictus Mound & Marullo, 1996

(Figs 2, 9)

This remains known from a single female taken from a species of Drimys [Winteraceae], in forest on Cerro de la 

Muerte in Costa Rica. At the time of description, it was considered the only Scirtothrips species native to Central 

America with ocellar setae pair III arising between the posterior ocelli, although this unusual character state occurs 

also in S. oligochaetus (Karny), an Asian species adventive to this area. When specimens with this character state 

were collected subsequently in Costa Rica from avocado the assumption was made that these represented astrictus, 

and that the pale colour of the holotype was due to it being teneral. However, recent re-examination of the holotype 
MOUND & HODDLE390  ·  Zootaxa 4079 (3)  © 2016 Magnolia Press



indicates that this assumption was incorrect, because two fully-developed eggs are visible in the abdomen 

indicating that the female holotype was mature when collected. There are no dark areas on the tergites, and the 

tergal antecostal ridge is dark only to a point mid-way between tergal discal setae S2 and S3, not to the lateral 

margin of the tergite. Tergite VIII has a few discal microtrichia near the posterior margin between setal pair S1, and 

antennal segments III and IV are yellow in the basal half (Fig. 9). All of the morphological character states of this 

single female are found also in one or more populations of the species that is widespread on avocado between 

Costa Rica and Colombia. However, the colour differences are sufficiently distinctive to conclude that astrictus is a 

different species from the one common on avocado. 

Scirtothrips hansoni sp.n.

(Figs 3, 5–8)

Female macroptera. Body pale with extensive light brown markings; antennal segment I yellow, II–VIII brown 

(Fig. 8); head with ocellar triangle shaded (Fig. 3), postoccipital ridge dark; pronotum with broadly U-shaped light-

brown band associated with the foveae; abdominal tergites with paired dark areas anterolaterally, antecostal ridge 

dark fully across tergites; tergite IX darker than X or median area of VIII; fore wing light brown on basal half, 

including clavus but paler toward apex; femora brownish yellow, tibiae and tarsi paler; major setae light brown. 

Antennae 8-segmented, II with inner dorsal seta at least 1.5 times as long as outer seta, sense cones on III–IV 

forked and stout (Fig. 8). Ocellar triangle with irregularly reticulate striae (Fig. 3); ocellar setae III variably and 

sometimes asymmetrically placed, but arising between hind ocelli; postocular area transversely striate; postocular 

(po) setae I and II both as long as or longer than ocellar setae III, po setae III minute, po setae IV arising laterally 

and shorter than I and II; compound eyes each with 2 pairs of very weakly pigmented facets. Pronotum striate, 

striae about 5 microns apart with 4–6 discal setae in median irregular transverse row (Fig. 3); 4 pairs of 

posteromarginal setae, pair S2 almost twice as long as S1. Metanotum with transverse striae near anterior margin 

but irregular longitudinal reticulations posteriorly; median setae arise near but behind anterior margin. Fore wing 

first vein with about 7 setae on basal half and about 4 setae on distal half, second vein with 2–4 setae; clavus with 4 

marginal setae and one discal seta; marginal cilia wavy. Abdominal tergites II–VI with median setae short but 

variable in length both between tergites and between individuals, with bases rarely further apart than the setal 

length (Fig. 6); lateral microtrichial fields each with 3 discal setae; VIII with a medially interrupted single row of 

discal microtrichia extending mesad close to posterior margin (Fig. 5), but this row is absent in specimens from 

Ecuador and Colombia; IX with no discal microtrichia, X without microtrichia, without median division. Sternites 

with lateral microtrichial fields small, rarely with a few microtrichia extending mesad of marginal setae S2.

Measurements (holotype in microns). Body length 960. Head, length 75; width 155 (slightly depressed); 

ocellar setae III 15; postocular setae I 20. Pronotum, length 95, width 180; posteromarginal setae S1 20, S2 37. 

Metanotum median setae 19. Fore wing length 760. Median setae on tergite IV 10 and 15. Antennal segments III–

VIII length 42, 42, 35, 42, 7, 12.

Male macroptera. Similar in colour and sculpture to female but smaller; tergite IX with long, curved drepanae 

(Fig. 7). 

Material studied. Holotype female: COSTA RICA, Monte Lindo del Patio de Agua, from avocado leaves, 

17.iii.2004 (M. Hoddle) (in Entomology Research Museum, University of California, Riverside, Accession 

Number UCRC_ENT 00426886). 

Paratypes: with same data as holotype, 4 females, 5 males; PANAMA, Cerro Punta, 3 females, 1 male from 

avocado, 23.iii.2004 (Mark Hoddle); ECUADOR, Nanegalito, [50km northwest of Quito], 10 females from 

avocado, 29.ix.2009 (Mark Hoddle); COLOMBIA, Medellin area, 36 females, 2 males, from avocado leaves, 

xii.2014 and i.2015 (R. Isaza). 

Comments

This new species appears to be identical in chaetotaxy and sculpture to S. astrictus, but differs clearly in colour. 

Most character states are shared also with S. perseae, but it differs from that species in the more posterior position 
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of ocellar setae pair III, and the metanotal median setae arise slightly further from the anterior margin of this 

sclerite. However, there is variation within and between the available samples of hansoni in both of these character 

states. This variation is evident in the asymmetric positions of the ocellar setae of the holotype (Fig. 3). In this 

specimen, the left seta arises near the anterior extreme and the right seta near the posterior extreme which 

represents the range of variation among other specimens of this species. Similarly, the bases of the metanotal 

median setae are between two and four times the diameter of their basal pores from the anterior margin of this 

sclerite, and are commonly asymmetric in position. The available data indicate that hansoni is found on Persea

species southwards from Costa Rica, whereas perseae has a more northerly distribution in Meso-America. 

References

Hoddle, M.S., Nakahara, S. & Phillips, P.A. (2002) Foreign exploration for Scirtothrips perseae Nakahara (Thysanoptera: 

Thripidae) and associated natural enemies on avocado (Persea americana Miller). Biological Control, 24, 251–265. 

 http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1049-9644(02)00037-3

Hoddle, M.S., Heraty, J.M., Rugman-Jones, P.F., Mound, L.A. & Stouthamer, R. (2008) Relationships among species of 

Scirtothrips (Thysanoptera: Thripidae, Thripinae) using molecular and morphological data. Annals of the Entomological 

Society of America, 101 (3), 491–500. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/0013-8746(2008)101[491:RASOST]2.0.CO;2

Mound, L.A. & Marullo, R. (1996) The Thrips of Central and South America: An Introduction (Insecta: Thysanoptera). 

Memoirs on Entomology, International, 6, 1–488.

Nakahara, S. (1997) Scirtothrips perseae (Thysanoptera: Thripidae), a new species infesting avocado in southern California. 

Insecta Mundi, 11, 189–192.

Rugman-Jones, P.F., Hoddle, M.S., Mound, L.A. & Stouthamer, R. (2006) A molecular identification key for pest species of 

Scirtothrips (Thysanoptera: Thripidae). Journal of Economic Entomology, 99 (5), 1813–1819. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/0022-0493-99.5.1813

Rugman-Jones, P.F., Hoddle, M.S. & Stouthamer, R. (2007) Population genetics of Scirtothrips perseae: tracing the origin of a 

recently introduced exotic pest of Californian avocado orchards, using mitochondrial and microsatellite DNA markers. 

Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata, 124 (1), 101–115.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1570-7458.2007.00559.x

Rugman-Jones, P.F., Hoddle, M.S. & Stouthamer, R. (2010) Nuclear-Mitochondrial Barcoding Exposes the Global Pest 

Western Flower Thrips (Thysanoptera: Thripidae) as Two Sympatric Cryptic Species in Its Native California. Journal of 

Economic Entomology, 103 (3), 877–886.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/ec09300
MOUND & HODDLE392  ·  Zootaxa 4079 (3)  © 2016 Magnolia Press

http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/0013-8746(2008)101[491:RASOST]2.0.CO;2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/0013-8746(2008)101[491:RASOST]2.0.CO;2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1603/0013-8746(2008)101[491:RASOST]2.0.CO;2

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Key to Scirtothrips of the perseae species-group
	Scirtothrips perseae Nakahara, 1997
	Scirtothrips astrictus Mound & Marullo, 1996
	Scirtothrips hansoni sp.n.
	Comments
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


